

ADOPTED 4/23/19


Introduced by Council Member Pittman and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Hazouri, Morgan, Ferraro, Schellenberg, Anderson, Gulliford, Bowman, Wilson, R. Gaffney and Becton:
RESOLUTION 2019-260-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING FEEDING NORTHEAST FLORIDA ON ESTABLISHING A NETWORK TO AID THE NEEDY IN AN EIGHT COUNTY SERVICE AREA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Feeding Northeast Florida (FNEFL) was established in February 2014 to ensure that children and families, seniors and veterans have the food and hope needed to focus on building a foundation for a stronger tomorrow. The organization is affiliated with Feeding America, a nationwide network of food banks that provide food and supports programs that fight against hunger in the United States; and

WHEREAS,
within the first weeks of operation, FNEFL delivered over 22,000 pounds of fresh produce and high-quality food to community partners like City Rescue Mission, Trinity Rescue Mission, Beaches Emergency Assistance Ministry (BEAM), Salvation Army and The Sulzbacher Center. The organization distributes 35,000 meals every day and is laser-focused on nutrition education. Families are given access to a recipe database filled with simple ideas to the most common food items distributed. This helps families understand the importance of fresh and healthier choices despite the struggle with food insecurity, poverty and health; and

WHEREAS, more than 14.1 million meals have been distributed throughout the eight counties within Northeast Florida since 2018. Feeding Northeast Florida’s key initiatives include Food Desert Mobile Pantries that delivers fresh and shelf-stable food to neighborhoods that do not have adequate grocery stores, feeding agencies or pantries within an accessible distance;  Nutrition Pack Program provides kids with easy-to-eat food items on Fridays to help get them through the weekends; Investing in our Elders provides bundle packs to seniors, veterans and families with special needs that contain more than 15 nutritious meals to minimize decisions between paying for medicine, utilities or food; and Investing in our Children provides food pantries in local schools. The essential component for all of these programs is providing food accessibility to anyone struggling with hunger; and
WHEREAS, FNEFL has demonstrated exemplary support and leadership through community outreach to provide food and other basic provisions to those less fortunate and over the years has continuously grown to expand services to fight against hunger in our communities. The service of staff and volunteers is immeasurable because their generosity and support provides at least one child, family, senior citizen, or veteran the access to receive and eat one meal on any given day is priceless. Every person deserves compassion and dignity regardless of their circumstances, and FNEFL provides that through the extensive network of 160 community partners and programs in the region; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Honoring and Commending.  The City Council does hereby honor and commend Feeding Northeast Florida on its commitment to fight against hunger in our communities and wishes them continued success in the years ahead.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research 
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